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Feith an Cheoil Music School Fund 
Raising Evening

Fieth an Cheoil fund 
raising evening On the 
5th of  December I had the 
great pleasure of  attending 
a fundraising evening for 
Eilish Byrne-Whelehan’s 
Feith an Cheoil, Enfield 
based music school. The 
music school is going from 
strength to strength and 
the Parish centre was 
packed with enthusiastic 
parents, friends and     
supporters. We heard some 

lovely music and singing 
from individuals and large 

groups of  class members 
young and old. The crowd 
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Eilish Byrne-
Whelehan with 
some of the 
young musicians  
from her Feith an 
Cheoil Music 
school
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were addressed by Local 
MP Joan Ryan, the Mayor 
of  Enfield and Councillor 
Sally Mulready, and then 
after a magnificent buffet, 
Eilish continued the music 
and dancing into the night. 
Eilish has galvanised the 
local Irish community and 
receives great support from 
them. She also teaches full 
class groups in local 
schools, as part of  the    
governments “Wider     
opportunities for music” 
initiative.

St.Patrick’s day 
celebrations for      
London Myself, and 

Comhaltas administrator 
John Myers have been   
attending regular meetings 
at London’s City hall 
where arrangements are 
being made for this years 
St.Patrick’s day             
celebrations in London. 
They will be held on   
Sunday 14th March and 
take the form of  a parade 
and High profile 
artistes performing 
on a main stage in 
Trafalgar square. 
For parade entry 

forms and  more informa-
tion see 
www.london.gov.uk/stpatri
cksday.                            

This years St.Patrick’s day     
advisory forum is being 
jointly chaired by the Irish 
cultural centre in               
Hammersmith general 
manager, Catherina Casey 
and cultural officer for the  
London Irish centre 
Camden, Gary Dunne. 
More details as I have 
them

North London 
Fleadh All winners 

On the 13th December, 
North London branch held 
its all winners concert at 
the London Irish Centre 
Camden. This event     
celebrates the successes of  
talented young musicicians, 
at last months junior fleadh 
in Harringey. 

2

http://www.london.gov.uk/stpatricksday
http://www.london.gov.uk/stpatricksday
http://www.london.gov.uk/stpatricksday
http://www.london.gov.uk/stpatricksday


North London Music 
school Christmas 
concert.
Margaret Keaveney of the 
North London branch 
wrote to tell me;
“Pupils  from the London 
Irish Music School had an 
end of term concert and 
party at the parish centre 
in Kingsbury in December.  
All the children had a 
chance to perform to their 
families  and friends, from 
those who had only started 
in September on the tin 
whistle, children who have 
just progressed onto their 
second instrument and the 
m o r e e x p e r i e n c e d          
musicians  who have been 
playing for a number of 
years.

During the concert,         
Teacher, Colette Keaveny, 
took the opportunity to say 
goodbye and good luck to 
the O’Brien family (Joseph 
and Lucy) who were      
emigrating to Australia in 
January to start a new life 
in Perth.  They promised 
to keep on playing and let 
us know when they joined 
a branch of Comhaltas in 
Australia”.

“One of the highlights of 
the concert was  a chance 
to hear all the children 
who have been learning 
the harp with the music 
school.  15 children aged 
between 8 and 15 are    
receiving free weekly     
tuition, thanks to a        
s u c c e s s f u l g r a n t              
application. Even though 
their tutor Steph West, was 
unable to reach the venue 
due to a traffic accident, 
the children played in small 
groups    accompanied by 
Colette who is  also taken 
up the harp!
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Convention 2010 
London Plans are now 
well underway for the   
Annual convention of  
Comhaltas in Britain 2010. 
The event will be held at 
The Holiday Inn,       
Borehamwood, and will 
take the form of  a Ceili 
Buffet on Saturday 13th 
February with the AGM 
Starting at 10am on      
Sunday the 14th. We also  
include a concert as part of 
the Ceili Buffet,          
showcasing our  talented 
regional musicians.                      
Accommodation can be 
booked now on 
08714234896. If  you  
mention that you are     
attending the Comhaltas 
convention, you will       
receive a reduced rate of  
£69 for double room or 
£59 for a single

Cambridge       
Comhaltas branch 
events

Cambridge branch 
committee member and 
Midland regional PRO 
Marian Brown wrote to tell 

me of  some events held by 
the Cambridge branch 
during December.
“Cambridge Halloween 
monsters transformed for 
angelic performance at 
Christmas Busking Festival.
 

The versatile and talented 
young members of      
Cambridge Comhaltas 
were transformed from the 
scary fancy dressed      
monsters of  their  super        

Halloween party Session to 
mesmerising street         
entertainers for the Grand 
Christmas Lights switch on 
in Cambridge City centre 
recently”.
 

“The Comhaltas branch 
was invited back to open 
the  Christmas Busking 
Festival in the Grand     
Arcade after their highly    
successful foray on to the 
streets of  the city back in 
May.
 

Together with some of  
their teachers, Ethna, Paul, 
Lucy and Grace, plus 
youth officer Erin Ella they 
made a refreshing break 
from the hustle and bustle 
of  the Christmas shopping 
frenzy, and even some gift 
laden family groups took 
time out to watch and   
listen to their polished    
performance. Many first 
and second generation 
Irish residents of  their 
adopted city made a     
special trip into the town 
centre to hear the           
traditional songs and tunes 
from their homeland 
played in the festive       
atmosphere of  the main 
shopping thoroughfare .
 The  lively sets of  jigs, 
reels,and polkas drew a 
large appreciative crowd, 
some of  whom stayed for 
the complete duration of  
the 45 minute act. Younger 
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members of  the audience 
were encouraged to join in 
on a selection of             
percussion instruments 
much to the surprise and 
amusement of  their      
parents, who hadn't       
realized just how infectious 
our Irish music could be!  
 
The song, "I'll Tell me Ma" 
performed by Bouzouki 
playing Roger Brown   
generated a rousing chorus 
and the final dancing sets 
by Ciera, Rachel and    
Helen were accompanied 
by lots of  clapping,   
whooping and enthusiastic 
audience participation .
 
There were calls for an  
encore at the end of  our 
allotted time, but we had to 
leave our fans wanting 
more, as we were replaced 
by the next busking act. 
People drifted off  to      
resume their search for the 
ultimate Christmas gift and 
our happy band of  Irish 
minstrels dispersed to find 
some well earned refresh-
ment. All in all  "A Grand 
Day Out".
 

We are already looking 
forward to the next    
Cambridge busking festival 
in June.
 
More pictures from the 
branch can be found on 
our website 
www.cambridgecomhaltas.
com
 

Television             
appearances It was nice 
to see some musicians with 
strong Comhaltas links  
getting TV exposure     
during December. East 
London member and     
current senior All Ireland 
champion on the Button 
Accordion, Darren Breslin 
was featured in a music 
program broadcast by the 
BBC in Northern Ireland, 
and as part of  BBC Alba’s 
coverage of  the Scottish 
music awards, I spotted 
Adam Brown from    
Cambridge performing 
with Ruairidh McMillan, 
Mark Maquire from    
Scotland with Deaf  
Shepheard and Kevin 
O’Niel with The      
Treacherous Orchestra. 
Also, Niopha Keegan, who 
has strong links with the 
St.Albans branch,          
appeared on BBC on 
Christmas eve with the  
Unthanks.
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Piping Today article 
I had the privilege of  being 
featured in an article that 
was published in the      
December issue of  Piping 
today. The magazine is 
published by the world  
piping centre in Glasgow 
and focuses primarily on 
Highland Piping. The    
article came about after a 
meeting with Bedford 
based Whistle player and 
Journalist Alex Monaghan. 
The article gave me an  
opportunity to explain my 
work as a     development 
officer and also to reach a 
readership outside of  
Comhaltas and traditional 
Irish music   circles. It is a 
lengthy three page article 
and I thank Alex for    
making it happen. For any-
one interested in getting a 
copy, its issue number 43 
and available by contacting 
the National piping centre 
in Glasgow 0141 353 0220
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