
Comhaltas in the Northern Region 
 

Ashton-

 

2010 Comhaltas na Breataine Calendar  

is now available  

It features pictures from Comhaltas events over 

the last year and contains many important dates 

that any musicians should not be without. 

 

Price Ã5 (incl. P&p) 

 

And available from your development officer,  

regional secretary or through your local branch. 

 

Echoes of Erin 
In this world of increased globalisation and constantly 
improved technology we are lucky that we have the   
option to hear music we want whenever we want by just 
the push of a button. Whether that be an authentic 
Donegal fiddler, a céilí band from Co. Clare or a long 
dead master proponent of traditional Irish music. Not to 
long ago if we had wanted to hear some good traditional 
music most of us would have had to journey out around 
the country or take a trip back over to Ireland,         
something a lot less work that just pushing play on a CD 
player. But, although we are privileged to be able to   
experience the finest traditional Irish music in our own 
homes we must consider that we may be losing       
something from the experience, this being the complete 
social and cultural experience that accompanies the   
music. With fond memories we remember the famed 
rambling houses where neighbours and friends would 
gather to dance and sing oft in the company of travelling 
musicians, or those memorable nights in upstairs rooms 
of public houses or the local Irish centre packed beyond 
capacity with dance floors too small for the number of 
dancers in attendance. 
Music could be considered as a device around which to 
base the social and community aspects of the culture 
which we must continue to seek out and enjoy. We must 
continue to support our meeting places whether they be 
our local Irish club, pub or social hall as they are the 
heart of our culture here in Britain. In parallel with this 
we see the affects of a shrinking world resulting in more 
and more musicians and performers travelling over    
allowing us to enjoy them on our own doorstep. One 
staple of this travelling musician tradition has been the 

Echoes of Erin tour; an annual national tour since the 
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music, singing, dancing and storytelling. For 2010 the 
tour is once again crossing through our region during the 
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World Heritage Centre on Friday 19th February before 
visiting Tyneside Irish Centre on Monday 22nd and Leeds 
Irish Centre on Wednesday 24th If you would like more 
information or tickets for any of the nights you can call 
0151 264 7437. 

�'�R�Q�·�W���)�R�U�J�H�W����the Next Northern  
Regional meeting  

Leeds Irish Centre 1pm  
7th March 2010  


